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Persia, He had very considerable renown for piety,
for he lived in a licentious age. His name was Shah
Khalilulah, and he was rather too outspoken in
criticism of the ways of the Persian Court for him
to be popular with those other than of his own
Faith. He died suddenly, with a knife in his back,
placed there by one who sought favour and advance-
ment of the Shah of Persia. So summarily to dispose
of the head of a great sect promised trouble, and
the Shah of Persia was more than a little appre-
hensive of the consequences which might ensue.
In order to demonstrate his repugnance of the act
of the assassin, he had the miscreant thrown into an
icy-cold pool, and then beaten with rods until he
died. The son of the dead Khalilulah was invited
to Court, and marked favour was shown him. This
was Muhammad Hussain. Eventually he married a
daughter of the Shah of Persia, and was appointed
Governor of Mohelati. To mark his preferment he
was vested with the hereditary title of the Aga Khan*
The Shah of Persia died, and the first Aga Khan
found himself in a position of considerable difficulty.
The Shah had left many sons, and all became pro-
tagonists for the throne. Before many days had
passed a many-sided civil war was in progress, and
the Aga Khan was called upon to lend his support.
He had no option but to assist the son who had been
nominated as successor by the Shah. He was ap-
pointed Commander-in-Chief, and as such undertook
a number of highly successful campaigns. There
was, however, a fly in the ointment of success, for
the kingly aspirant lacked a royal treasure chest, -